Friends of Long Pond Marstons Mills Annual Meeting
6/17/2026
MINUTES

Dave welcomed all and called the meeting to order at 11:05. Twenty-four residents were present.

A motion was made and unanimously approved to elect the following returning and new board
members for two-year terms: David Abelman, Joanna Chodes, Rebecca Edson-Medeiros, Gene
Mosher, Gary Sobel, and Dale Storms.

One year remains on the term of the following board members: Brett Goldberg, Steven Kreth, Rick
Lawson, Amy Mesirow, and Steven Shuman.

Dave reviewed the problem of phosphorus in the pond causing excess cyanobacteria growth, leading
to toxic blooms. The 2022 SMAST report indicated that the primary source of the excess phosphorus is
septic systems. It further concluded that phosphorus in the bottom sediment of the pond is not being
released into the water column because there are not anoxic conditions at the bottom of the pond.
Subtidal’s partial-season testing of the pond in 2025, however, showed, on a prelimnary basis, that
there have been instances of anoxic or near-anoxic conditions, and there have been mixing events
where the sediment becomes mixed into the water column, so the primary source is believed to be
phosphorus from the sediment. A full season of testing, which will begin next week, will allow Subtidal
to confirm these preliminary findings. If confirmed in their fall report, we will need to move quickly to
advocate for an alum treatment in the pond next summer. (The town has rejected our proposal for an
algaecide treatment.)

Dave explained that it is not certain the town will agree to fund any solution for Long Pond. Human and
financial resources are being directed to the town’s comprehensive wastewater treatment plan
(sewers) because it is a state mandate to address nitrogen flow into the estuaries. This leaves few
resources to address ponds and lakes. The town is now saying that it is not responsible for the health
of its ponds and lakes. There was mention of the possibility of our needing to attempt to raise funds
ourselves for a pond treatment.

Barry Sheingold, our Town Councilor, confirmed Dave’s assessment. He indicated that because there
are insufficient funds for the wastewater treatment plan, there will be a debt exclusion next spring to
pay for it. He said that the town has an $800,000 budget over the next five years to address ponds and
lakes. In recent years, most of that funding has gone toward a comprehensive SMAST study of one
pond or lake per year. Barry suggested that, going forward, this money could possibly be spent on
solutions rather than additional pond studies. He will support efforts to lobby for funding for a
treatment for Long Pond. He suggested working with the town’s Scientific Advisory Committee. Barry
also indicated that it might strengthen our case if we can identify the sources that correlate with the
phosphorus in the sediment.

There was a brief discussion about phosphorus-reducing alternative septic systems. These cost
approximately $50,000 each and would need to be funded by the homeowner. Furthermore, these
systems are still in the pilot phase and will not be approved by the State (beyond a few pilots) for
another 5-10 years.

The meeting was adjourned at noon.



